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SUBJECT: EC ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL: DECEMBER 9, 1976: RESULTS 
REFS: (A) 75 EC BRUSSELS 10974 (B) 75 EC BRUSSELS 9432 
1. SUMMARY: DURING ITS DECEMBER 9 SESSION, THE EC 

ENVIRONMENT CONCIL APPROVED AND ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PROGRAM 
FOR 1977-1981 AGREED TO THE EC'S JOINING THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE RHINE; AND ADOPTED A 
DIRECTIVE ON BIOLOGICAL SCREENING FOR LEAD.THE COUNCIL 
DEFERRED ACTION ON FOUR OTHER AGENDA ITEMS: THE BARCELONA 
CONVENTION ON PROTECTION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN A DIRECTIVE 
ON WATER QUALITY; WATER POLLUTION CAUSED BY PULP MILLS; 

AND TITANIUM DIOXIDE POLLUTION.END SUMMARY. 

2.SECOND ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PROGRAM. THE COUNCIL 

APPROVED THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSAL FOR A 1977-1981 ENVIRONMENTAL 

ACTION PROGRAM. WHICH IS INTENDED TO ENSURE 

CONTINUITY OF PROJECTS INITIATED UNDER THE NOVEMBER 1973 

FOUR -YEAR ACTION PROGRAM.FOREMOST AMONG FOLLOW-UP 

PROJECTS IS THE DIRECTIVE ON WATER POLLUTION APPROVED 

BY WRITTEN PROCEDURE MAY 4, 1976.IN THE WAKE OF BITTER 

ARGUMENT DURING THE OCTOBER AND DECEMBER 1975 

ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL MEETINGS (REFTELS).THAT DIRECTIVE 

ESTABLISHED TWO LISTS OF SUBSTANCES TO BE BANNED 

FROM COMMUNITY WATERS. THE FIRST.SO-CALLED "BLACK LIST", 
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ENUMERATED SUBSTANCES WOSE TOXICITY PERSISTENCE AND 
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BIOACCUMULATION CALLED FOR THER ELIMINATION FROM EC 
WATERS ON THE BASIS OF LIMIT VALUES PROPOSED BY THE 
COMMISSION AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL.THE SECOND.OR 
"GREY",LIST INCLUDES SUBSTANCES WHICH CAN BE CONFINED 
TO GIVEN AREAS.AND WHOSE CONTROL IS SUBJECT TO MEMBER 
STATE ACTION.THE SECOND ACTION PROGRAM WILL INCLUDE 
IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES FOR THE MAY 4 DIRECTIVE, AIMED 
AT REDUCING WATER POLLUTION LEVELS OF CADMIUM.MERCURY, 

AND OTHER "BLACK LIST " SUBSTANCES. THE PROGRAM WILL 
ALSO CALL FOR A COMMISSION PROPOSAL FOR A DIRECTIVEON 
PROTECTION OF GROUND WATER. 

3. OTHER AREAS TO BE COVERED UNDER THE SECOND ACTION 
PROGRAM WILLINCLUDE: INTRODUCTION OF COMMUNITY PROCEDURES FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT; DEVELOPMENT OF SYSTEMS FOR 
MAPPING DATA ON THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT; DEVELOPMENT OF MEASURES 
TO COMBAT ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION TMENT 
STANDARDS; FORMULATION OF PLANT, ANIMAL AND MARINE 
LIFE PROTECTION MEASURES; WASTE MANAGEMENT; INTERNATIONAL COO- 
PERATION IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL SECTOR 
(INCLUDING SPECIAL ATTENTION TO ENVIRONMENT PROBLEMS 
OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES); AND.IN LIGHT OF THE 1976 
DROUGHT.PROTECTON OF WATER RESOURCES. 

4. COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF THE RHINE.THE 
COUNCIL ADOPTED A DECISION RATIFYING THE DECEMBER 3, 

1976, BONN CONVENTION PROTECTION OF THE RHINE 
AGAINST CHEMICAL POLLUTION AND ADOPTED A SEPARATE 
DECISION ENABLING THE EC.REPRESENTED BY THE COMMISSION, 

TO TAKE PART IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF THE RHINE AGAINST PPOLLUTION. 

5. BIOLOGICAL SCREENING FOR LEAD.THE COUNCIL 

ADOPTED.AS IN A-POINT, A DIRECTIVE ON BIOLOGICAL SCREENING FOR 

LEADINBLOOD SYSTEM.THE DIRECTIVE 

WAS DEVELOPED AS PART OF THE FIRST ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
PROGRAM.IT PROVIDES FOR THE ORGANIZATION.ON A COMMON BASIS BY THE 
MEMBER STATES.OF AN ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT EXPOSURE TO LEAD WITHIN 
THE MEMHER STATES OF THE NNE 
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(GASOLINE, PAINTS.CERAMICS.WATER PIPES.WATER AND AIR POLLUTION, 

ETC....). IT FURTHER PROVIDES FOR TWO SEPARATE SURVEYS TO MEASURE 
LEAD CONTENT IN THE 

BLOOD IN THE MEMBER STATE POPULATIONS, TO BE CARRIED OUT 
OVER A FOUR- YEAR PERIOD WITH SAMPLES OF AT LEAST 50 
ANALYSES PER MILLION INHABITANTS IN EACH 
SURVEY.THE COMMISSION IS TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS ON THE 
BASIS OF THE PROGRAM RESULTS. 
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6. BARCELONA CONVENTION.THE COUNCIL DEFERRED ACTION 
ON THE COMMISSION PROPOSAL TO RATIFY THE BARCELONA 
CONVENTION ON THE PROTECTION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
AGAINST POLLUTION.BECAUSE OF A BRITISH RESERVE 
PENDING UK PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON THE PROPOSAL,NOW 
SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 16.THE UK IS EXPECTED TO LIFT 
ITS RESERVE AFTER THAT DEBATE AND THE PROPOSAL SHOULD 
BE ADOPTED,EITHER AS AN A POINT OR BY WRITTEN PROCEDURE, 
SOON AFTER. 

7. DARFT DIRECTIVE ON WATER FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION. 

THE MINISTERS WERE UNABLE TO REACH AGREEMENT ON THE 
COMMISSON'S PROPOSAL FOR A DIRECTIVE ON QUALITY OF 
WATER FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION.WHICH INCLUDES NOT ONLY 
DRINKING WATER BUT ALSO WATER USED IN FOOD PRODUCTION 
AND THE MANUFACTURE,PROCESSING,AND PRESERVATON OF 
SUBSTANCES INTENDED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION.THERE WAS 
GENERAL DISAGREEMENT ON A NUMBER OF TECHNICAL ASPECTS 
OF THE PROPOSAL; BUT THE DUTCH ALSO GAVE VOICE TO 
THEIR SPECIFIC CONCERN THAT UPSTREAM POLLUTION OF THE 
FHINE MIGHT MAKE TI IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO MEET 
PROPOSED STAND ARDS. THE DOSSIER HAS BEEN RETURNED 

TO COREPER FOR FURTHER EXAMINATION. 

8. PULP MILL AND TITANIUM DIOXIDE POLLUTION. 

THE COUNCIL FAILED TO DECIDE ON COMMISSION PROPOSALS FOR 
LIMITING PULP MILL AND TITANIUM DIOXIDE POLLUTION. 

BOTH OF THE FILE, WHICH INVOLVE SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC 
AND COMMERCIAL INTEREST, HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO 
COREPER FOR FURTHER STUDY. 

HINTON 
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